











SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Other Notable Programs

Several local cities have exemplary sustainable building
programs, including Santa Monica, Pasadena, and
Burbank. Many of these cities have incorporated
education, green building rating systems, and incentives
into their programs.

Santa Monica requires that all private and public new
development projects reduce or eliminate the amount
of storm water runoff from properties through best
management practices, such as permeable pavement,
green roofs, and porous driveway and sidewalk pavers.

Burbank has mandatory prerequisites, such as required
recycling of construction debris as well as voluntary LEED
compliance levels. Education about these programs is
disseminated through workshops, certification programs,
public meetings, handouts, consultant advisors, and
websites.

Santa Barbara promotes the use of bio-swales to filter
pollutants and decrease runoff and erosion.

There are several green building rating models. Two of
the most common and widely accepted models are: 1)
the “Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design”
(LEED) Green Building Rating System for commercial
and public buildings, which is a national model, and

2) the “Build It Green” GreenPoint Rating System for
residential buildings, which is used in the State of
California. Both systems promote a “whole-building”
approach to sustainability by incorporating sustainable
site development, water savings, energy efficiency,
materials selection, and indoor environmental quality.
The models provide the necessary tools for building
owners to document and measure impacts on building
performance by incorporating a checklist which is used
by the design professional. The checklist assists the
design professional by assigning points for various green
building components, some of which are identified
below. Itis inherently flexible because it allows design
professionals and building owners to develop tailored
solutions using multiple design options.
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Both the LEED and Build It Green checklists are updated
regularly as industry standards change and green
building features become more common. Each of these
systems is also well established, tested, and accepted
throughout the design profession.

Examples of green building categories for which credits
or points are given:

= Increasing waste diversion

= Replacing Portland cement in concrete with
recycled fly ash

< Installing high-efficiency irrigations systems, such
as low-flow sprinklers and “smaurt” controllers

= Using Forest Stewardship Council certified wood
studs and timber

= Installing high-efficiency toilets

= |Installing Energy Star appliances

Other incentive programs include the Energy Star
program through federal guidelines and rebates, Gas
Company rebates, SCE rebate programs, and SCE
new home programs. Rebates are available for Energy
Star appliances, such as clothes washers, dishwashers,
refrigerators, room air conditioners, and furnaces. The
Gas Company also provides some rebates for natural
gas water heaters and boilers and energy efficient
ducted evaporative cooling systems.



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Programs and Practices for Future Consideration

Embrace sustainable construction practices for public facilities

Ensure that new and major renovations of public buildings conform to minimum
standards of the green building rating systems, and consider requiring that only
LEED-certified architects be used for all public building projects.

Cost: $$$ Feasibility Rating: 1

Consider a three-pronged program to promote sustainable development

To integrate environmentally friendly building practices in Manhattan Beach,
consider a three-pronged program which includes education, incentives and
legislating compliance.

1. Utilize appropriate educational opportunities

A culture of sustainability should be instituted for regulating private property
development, one that begins with and is reinforced over time through
education. At the onset of the program, educating City staff should be a
priority. It should be followed by providing information to the community at
large. This education process will require an ongoing commitment of time and
resources.

Cost: $$$ Feasibility Rating: 1

A. Implement outreach programs
There are numerous avenues available to proactively educate both staff
and the community about sustainable development. These include:

= Workshops provided by the South Bay Cities Council of Governments
(SBCCOG) and the South Bay Energy Savings Center (SBESC)

= City outlets such as public meetings, the Construction Community
newsletters, the City website, and the library

< News media, such as the Daily Breeze, Beach Reporter, Easy Reader,
and local cable television stations

= Existing community forums, such as the Manhattan Beach Botanical
Garden organization at Polliwog Park and Volunteers and Organizations
Improving the Communities” Environment (VOICE)
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